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the fringe of this problem ; there is work for at least
three whole-time dentists among the 6-8 year group
alone. Thirty cases of definite pulmonary tuber-
culosis and 58 suspected cases were reported, all
of which received some form of treatment, 42 being
sent to sanatoriums. The cooperation between the
25 infant welfare centres is strengthened by the

employment of health visitors as school nurses ;
treatment of children 2-5 years of age might also
be undertaken at these clinics.

SHREWSBURY. 

Out of a school population of 5000 over 1000 were 
I

subjected to routine examination, and 1063 cases

were treated at the school clinic, making altogether
4422 attendances. Of the 8-year-old group, 15 per
cent. showed subnormal nutrition, compared with
6 per cent. of infants and 8 per cent. of leavers.
No arrangements for providing school meals have
yet been made, but, in spite of the high subnutrition
no case of actual pulmonary tuberculosis is reported.
26-5 per cent. of infants were found to have dirty
heads, whereas the intermediate group and the
leavers showed only 8 per cent. and 4 per cent.
respectively. This is contrary to the usual rule,
infants generally showing a higher standard of
cleanliness. A vigorous campaign against uncleanli-
ness is being conducted. There is a comprehensive
scheme of treatment, which is evidently taken
advantage of to the full extent. The school medical
officer, Dr. H. Gordon Smith, is also certifying factory
surgeon for his district, and in this capacity is able to
control to a certain extent the health of a large
number of children after they have left school.

PRAGUE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Health Budget for 1922.
PARLIAMENT has approved the budget for 1922,

amounting to 18 billion Czechoslovak crowns. The
Ministry of Health and Physical Education has a
budget of 149 millions, as compared with 18 millions
in 1919, 46 millions in 1920, and 88 millions in 1921.
The biggest item in the budget is 37 millions for the
nationalisation of hospitals. This measure is due to
the bad financial situation of these institutions owing
to the war. Most of the hospitals have hitherto been
in the hands of the district and provincial authorities,
who had practically no resources, as the Austrian
Government forbade them to collect local taxes. The
second biggest item in the budget is 30 millions for
maintenance of State institutions-hospitals, sana-

toriums, preventoriums, and laboratories. Eleven
millions are devoted to the fight against social
diseases ; this constitutes the biggest outlay for truly
preventive work, the above-mentioned items being
more curative than preventive. For special measures
against epidemic diseases 12 millions are budgeted for,
against 7 millions in 1921.

A Tuberculosis Sanatorium near Prague.
A large tuberculosis sanatorium has lately been

completed at Prosecnice, near Prague ; it was erected
by the Central Federation of Sickness Insurance
Associations, with money contributed by labour
organisations. The sanatorium is well situated, with
a good railway connexion ; there will be 164 beds in
the main building and over a hundred in the two wings,
which are connected with the main block by open
porticos. This establishment indicates an important
advance in the antituberculosis campaign ; hitherto
Czechoslovakia has only possessed two sanatoriums
for adults with pulmonary tuberculosis, and institu-
tional treatment, especially for the insured, was

impossible. There are a number of pavilions for
tuberculosis in district general hospitals, but these
places are filled with advanced cases and cannot be
counted as sanatoriums.

Masaryk Antituberculosis League.
The Masaryk Antituberculosis League is about to

give a course on tuberculosis for physicians in the
first half of December. The lectures will be given by
a member of the Society for Research in Tuberculosis
and will consist of a series of 54 theoretical lectures.
In addition there will be practical exercises. The
number of attending physicians is limited. The
course is given chiefly for the benefit of physicians
who want to be connected with the tuberculosis
dispensaries which are being erected all over the
country under the auspices of the Masaryk League.
This is a second course of the kind this year, and it
has been arranged because the number of those who
decided to attend the first course exceeded by far the
number which could be admitted.

Health Insurance for Civil Servants.
The Senate is discussing a Bill to insure State

employees of all classes against sickness. No financial
benefit would be provided during sickness, because at
such times State employees receive either salary or
pension. Medical benefit is also extended to the
insured person’s family ; the patient is free to choose
his doctor among those physicians who have con-
tracted with the insurance authorities, and is entitled
to stay in a hospital as long as it is necessary. Lying-
in hospitals are included. The dependent mother,
wife, and daughter of the insured would receive
during the last six weeks of pregnancy not less than
400 crowns, and after childbirth 600 crowns and 100
a week premium for nursing the child, payable for a
period not longer than 12 weeks. The Bill goes
further than Insurance for working men, in that it
permits payment of transportation fees when patients
have to leave home for treatment by a specialist.
The Bill would not include employees in provincial
or district services ; the latter would then constitute
the only salaried profession which is not yet included
in some form of sickness insurance.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Tuberculosis in Belfast.
Dr. Andrew Trimble, chief tuberculosis officer of

the city, has issued his report for the year 1920-21.
It is a complete and, in most respects, a satisfactory
document. The most important event of the year
was the opening of the Municipal Hospital for Tuber-
culous Children at Graymount, consisting of a residence
and grounds of about 15 acres ; an open-air school for
children in connexion with this institution is intended
for " contacts." The children attending the school
are provided with tram tokens for the journey to and
from the school, and with two meals served during
school hours. Open-air instruction is found to have a
most beneficial effect upon the children. In the
various tuberculosis institutes in the city 2121
examinations of new patients were conducted during
the year. The new patients numbered 2234, including
113 transfers, compared with 2675, 2358, 3420, and
2977 in the four previous years. Pulmonary cases
numbered 935, of whom 446 were males and 489
females. There were 119 glandular cases (44 male and
75 female) ; osseous cases numbered 82 (33 male and
49 female); and abdominal cases 28 (15 male and 13
female). There remained 22 other forms of tuber-
culosis, of whom 6 were male and 16 female. The
preponderance of females is in accord with the experi-
ence of former years, and probably finds its explana-
tion, in whole or in part, in the conditions of female
employment. 1579 patients received treatment at
the Institute, 3945 received domiciliary treatment, and
250 received sanatorium treatment. The total number
of deaths was 978, of whom 762 died from pulmonary
tuberculosis. This is a reduction of 91 deaths as

compared with the previous year, and represents a


